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The Task Force on Health Funding Is Formed 
 
 

Québec, June 27, 2007 – The Minister of Finance, Minister for Government Services, 
Minister responsible for Government Administration and Chair of the Conseil du trésor, 
Monique Jérôme-Forget, and Philippe Couillard, Minister of Health and Social Services and 
Minister responsible for the Capitale-Nationale region, today unveiled the formation of the 
Task Force on Health Funding announced in the Budget Speech of last May 24. The task 
force will be chaired by Claude Castonguay. He will be assisted by two vice-chairs, namely 
Joanne Marcotte and Michel Venne. These appointments were made after consultation with 
the opposition parties. 
 
The task force will propose new approaches to ensure adequate funding of Québec’s health 
system. Its mandate is to: 
 
 propose additional sources of health funding to the government; 
 specify the role the private sector can play in increasing access to health care and cutting 

wait times, while maintaining a strong public system that remains true to its values; 
 propose a structure that will allow for a “health account” aimed at improving the 

transparency of health funding, better informing the public and illustrating the medium-
term funding problem, in particular regarding the level of federal transfers for health; 

 examine amendments that could be suggested so that the necessary adjustments can be 
made to the Canada Health Act. 

 
The task force must ensure that its recommendations are compatible with the principles that 
have characterized Québec’s health system since its beginning, including maintaining a 
strong public health care system; protection of the most disadvantaged, in particular access 
to care regardless of social status or income; and the maintenance of high standards of 
quality for the public sector and private delivery. The task force is to submit its report in 
December 2007. 
 
Claude Castonguay is a health and business consultant while Joanne Marcotte is a film 
director and Michel Venne heads the Institut du Nouveau Monde. 
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